www.wcfia.harvard.edu

FifFARY 3 misk

ISLANDS OF
SOVEREIGNTY

BOOK LAUNCH

[slands of Sovereignty:
Haitian Migration and
the Borders of Empire

Published by University of Chicago Press, 2019

In /slands of Sovereignty, anthropologist and legal scholar Jeffrey S. Kahn offers a new interpretation
of the transformation of US borders during the late twentieth century and its implications for

our understanding of the nation-state as a juridical and political form. Combining ethnography—

in Haiti, at Guantanamo, and alongside US migration patrols in the Caribbean—with in-depth
archival research, Kahn expounds a nuanced theory of liberal empire’s dynamic tensions and its
racialized geographies of securitization. An innovative historical anthropology of the modern legal
imagination, /slands of Sovereignty forces us to reconsider the significance of the rise of the current
US immigration border and its relation to broader shifts in the legal infrastructure of contemporary

nation-states across the globe.
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SPEAKER

JEFFREY S. KAHN

Harvard Academy Scholar (2013-2015),
The Harvard Academy for International
and Area Studies. Assistant Professor,
Department of Anthropology, UC Dauvis.

COMMENTATORS

LALEH KHALILI

Professor of International Politics,

School of Politics and International Relations,
Queen Mary, University of London.
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Silver Professor, Department of
Anthropology, New York University.
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