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Human dignity refers to the status of individuals as endsinthemselves ratherthan meansto
extraneous ends. To be consistent with dignity, institutions must provide for their
constituencies’ idenlity and community—the two components of dignity. These corre-
spond roughly to individeal freedom and social justice, which are seen as interdependent
conditions of dignity. Achievement, extension, and preservation of human dignity are
10 2 large exlent a transnational enterprise. The paper addresses three issues in the realiza-
tion of digmty in which the transnational dimension plays a significant role. It proposes
{1) that the conditions for reahizing human dignity (which include international peace in
addition 1o social justice and individual freedom) must be created through worldwide
efforts, given our increasing global interdependence; {2) that the criteria for assessing
whether policies and institutional arrangements are consistent with human dignity must
be universalistic, while remaining respectful of cultural and political differences; and
(3) that the social processes whereby human dignity is extended and protected are in-
herently dialectical, since they require both the fulfillment and the inhibition of national-
istic demands,

My assumption, at this convention, of the presidency of the
International Studies Association, represents a very significant

AUTHOR'S NOTE: This paper is the Presidential Address dehivered at the 1977
Convention of the International Studies Association, St. Louis, Missouri, March 17,
1977. The paper was writien while the author was a resident scholar at Villa Serbelloni, the
Bellagio Study and Conference Center of the Rockefeller Faundation. | greatly appreci-
ale the hospitality extended ta me by the Rockefeller Foundation and by Dr. Wilham
Olson, Director of YVilla Serbelloni and, incidentally, a former President of the Inter-
national Studies Association.
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two grounds, First, it ignores the fact that creation of a new
nation-state has a potentially liberating effect precisely because
of the powerful role of nation-states within the international
system, which is preserved and modeled by the established states,
Second, it draws an unrealistically sharp line between new and
established states, forgetting that new states quickly become
established in the sense of developing vested interests and
patterns of internal discrimination or external aggression; and
that established states, under the prevailing conditions of
interpenetration, may well find their autonomy threatened.
Thus, the dialectical character of nationalism cannot be glossed
over by the application of a double standard. The right of
oppressed peoples to the expression of their national identity
and determination of their own fate is not synonymous with
the perpetuation of the natiopalist model of nation-states un-
restrained in their exercise of national sovereignty and their
pursuit of national interests. This model, in any part of the
world, is inconsistent with the requirements of human survival,
In short, the realization of human dignity depends on a balance
between fulfillment and containment of nationalist aspirations,
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