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14 Coalitions Across Conflict Lines:
The Interplay of Conflicts Within and
Between the Israeli and Palestinian
Communities

Herbert C. Kelman

For some years now, my colleagues and I have been evolv-
ing an unofficial third-party approach to the resolution of intense, protracted
conflicts between identity groups at the international and intercommunal
levels. Within that category, I have worked extensively on the Arab-Isracli
conflict, with primary emphasis on the Israeli-Palestinian component of that
conflict. 1 have also done work over the years on the conflict between the
Greek and Turkish communities in Cyprus and have followed other protracted
identity conflicts around the world.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INTERGROUP AND
InTRAGROUP CONFLICT

A typical feature of the conflicts that we have explored is
that the intergroup conflict tends to be exacerbated and perpetuated by
imtragroup conflicts: by internal conflicts within each of the two contending
parties. Even when there is growing interest on both sides in finding a way out
of the conflict, movement toward negotiations is hampercd by conflicts be-
tween the “*doves'” and the *‘hawks™'—or the **‘moderates’’ and *‘extremists””
—within cach community. These terms arc imprecise, but I use them as
shorthand to refer 10 the elements favoring and the elements opposing a
negotiated solution on each side. The distinction between pro-negotiation and
anti-negotiation elements itseif must be qualified by the observation that we
are not dealing entirely with fixed groups: The composition of the pro-
negotiation and anti-negotiation forces in each community fluctuates and
shifts over time,
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